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COMMON MUSLIM BELIEFS 

• There are a number of beliefs which go beyond the 
Five Pillars, or which are logically dependent upon 
the Five Pillars. They include: strict monotheism, 
continued revelation, submission, community, purity, 
a day of judgment, angels, belief in God’s scriptures, 
pre-destination, and resurrection after death  

• The Five Pillars of Islamic faith are considered the 
cornerstones of Islam. These are obligations which 
are required of every Muslim.  
– They are: shahadah (statement of faith), salat (prayers), 

zakat (alms), sawm (fasting), and hajj (pilgrimage).  



COMMON MUSLIM BELIEFS 

• The Qur’an is the main collection of holy scriptures of Islam. 
All suras (114 chapters total) are supposed to represent 
material dictated to Muhammad from God through the angel 
Gabriel. The Qur’an is thus believed to be the direct Word of 
God and must be obeyed without question.  

• Islam can be found all over the world. Muslims number 
around 1 billion people, so naturally there are several nations 
where Muslims are a majority. In these nations. Islam has 
played a critical role in shaping the culture and politics. 
Documents on this site have information on the political 
history, religious history, treatment of religious minorities, and 
more in these Muslim nations.  



MUSLIM ART 

• Islamic art is perhaps the most 
accessible manifestation of a 
complex civilization that often 
seems enigmatic to outsiders. 
Through its brilliant use of color 
and its superb balance between 
design and form, Islamic art 
creates an immediate visual 
impact. Its strong aesthetic 
appeal transcends distances in 
time and space, as well as 
differences in language, culture, 

and creed.  

 



MUSLIM ART 

• Figurative art is excluded from 
the decoration of religious 
monuments. This absence may be 
attributed to an Islamic antipathy 
toward anything that might be 
mistaken for idols or idolatry, 
which are explicitly forbidden by 
the Qur’an.  

 



MUSLIM ART 

• Calligraphy is the most important 
and pervasive element in Islamic 
art. It has always been considered 
the noblest form of art because 
of its association with the Qur’an, 
the Muslim holy book, which is 
written in Arabic. 

 



MUSLIM ART 

• This preoccupation with beautiful 
writing extended to all arts—
including secular manuscripts; 
inscriptions on palaces; and those 
applied to metalwork, pottery, 
stone, glass, wood, and textiles—
and to non-Arabic-speaking 
peoples within the Islamic 
commonwealth whose 
languages—such as Persian, 
Turkish, and Urdu—were written 
in the Arabic script. 

 



Umayyad 

 • Mosaics in the Great Mosque of 
Damascus are based on Byzantine 
models, but replace the figurative 
elements with images of trees 

and cities.  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/e/ec/Great_mosque_1.jpg


Abbasid 

 • The Abbasid period also 
coincided with two major 
innovations in the ceramic arts: 
the invention of faience, and of 
metallic luster, which continued 
to be practiced long after the 
disappearance of the dynasty. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/41/Abbasid_bowl.jpg


Spain and the Maghreb  

 • A great number of textiles, most 
notably silks, were exported: 
many are found in the church 
treasuries of Christendom, where 
they served as covering for saints’ 
ossuaries. From the periods of 
Maghrebi rule one may also note 
a taste for painted and sculpted 
woodwork. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/5/53/Mughira.jpg


Egypt and Syria  

 • These areas gave rise to abundant 
architectural projects (many 
thousands of buildings were 
constructed during this period), 
while patronage of luxury arts 
favored primarily enameled glass 
and metalwork.  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/2/25/Baptistere.jpg


Iran and Central Asia  

 • Mosque construction appears for 
the first time.  

• Innovations in the ceramic arts 
that date to this period include 
the production of minai ware and 
the manufacture of vessels, not 
out of clay, but out of a silicon 
paste (“frit-ware”), while 
metalworkers began to encrust 
bronze with precious metals.  



The Ilkhanids  

 • New techniques in manuscript 
and ceramics appeared and 
Chinese influence is perceptible 
in all arts.  



Anatolia  

 • The ceramic arts of this period 
may also be seen as the 
forerunners of Ottoman art, in 
particular the “Milet” ceramics 
and the first blue-and-white 
Anatolian works.  



Ottomans  

 • The Ottomans are known for 
their development of a bright red 
pigment, “Iznik red,” in ceramics.  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/1/1c/Iznik_tile.jpg


Mughals  

 • The Mughals also gave rise to a 
magnificent art of manuscript 
illumination.  

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/4/40/Razmnama.jpg


Safavids and Qajars  

 • Qajar art displays an increasing 
European influence. 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/1/14/Shah_mosque.jpg
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