
FREE RESPONSE QUESTIONS 

TEST TAKING SKILLS 
 

1. Read the questions carefully and analytically. 
2. Write legibly. 
3. Marking questions may be helpful: 

a. Underline operative words: define, assess, compose, etc. 
b. Circle time frame specified 

4. One or two specific, focused, and relevant examples are better than a laundry list of names or artworks 
without comment. 

5. Be sure your thesis is consistent with your conclusion. 
6. Use correct terminology and vocabulary. 
7. Do not preach or moralize in your essay.  This is an essay, not an editorial. 
8. Underline key names and phrases so they stand out to the AP reader. 
9. Your introductory paragraph is the most important.  Your opening paragraph should contain: 

a. A restatement of the question 
b. Your thesis 
c. Outline of supporting points 

 

GUIDE TO WRITING A FREE RESPONSE QUESTION 
 

The purpose of the FRQ is to test your knowledge of Art History and your analytical skills. 
 

1. Write a thesis that covers all parts of the question and maps the body paragraphs of the essay. 
2. In order to save time, the thesis can be your introduction.  There are no score points for a complex 

introduction/. 
3. The first sentence/sentences should define your terms. 
4. The next sentences should be your evidence. 
5. The final sentence/sentences should show the tie of your evidence to the bodies’ specific part of the 

thesis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FREE RESPONSE QUESTIONS: RUBRIC 

SUPERIOR ESSAY 5 (Score of 8-9) STRONG ESSAY 4 (Score of 6-7) 

 Strong thesis 

 Balanced 

 Extensive Coverage 

 Strong Support/Evidence 

 Analytical 

 Minor Errors 

 Thesis answers question  

 Balanced 

 Descriptive 

 Lacks order  

 Strong Support 

 Some factual errors 

ADEQUATE ESSAY 3 (Score of 5) 2 ESSAY (Score of 2-4) 

 Thesis answers only part of question 

 Uneven coverage 

 Good order 

 Not much support 

 Not complex 

 May contain some errors 

 Thesis answers only part of question 

 Not as balanced 

 No support 

 Lacks analysis of key issues 

 Many errors 

1 ESSAY (Score of 1) 0 ESSAY  

 No Thesis 

 Unbalanced 

 No Organization 

 Poor analysis of key issues 

 Facts not specific, accurate, or relevant 

 Extensive Errors 

 No response 

 Wrong Question 

 


