
STUDIO 213 ART HISTORY AP 
MS. SCHORSCH COURSE SYLLABUS 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The Art History AP course offers a chronological, and comparative, survey of Art of the Western world from the 
Paleolithic to Modern era.  Although the emphasis of the course lies in the development of artistic traditions of the 
Western world, students will be introduced to Non-Western traditions, aesthetics, and approaches to artmaking.  
Throughout the course, students will evaluate, perform criticism, and discuss applications and functions of a wide 
variety of artworks in both contextual and visual contexts.  The roles of gender, religion, mythologies, ethnicity, 
politics, and patronage will be explored throughout the course.   

 
INTENDED COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES 

 Develop critical thinking skills in relation to analyzing the 
conceptual and visual message of an artwork. 

 Explore the influences of politics, gender, religion, 
mythology, ethnicity, and patronage in the creation of an 
artwork. 

 Learn to apply the art criticism process in the interpretation 
and analysis of artworks. 

 Identify key elemental changes that have occurred 
throughout the chronological progression of art. 

 Compare and contrast developments occurring within and 
between diverse cultures. 

 Learn and apply new vocabulary terms related to the arts, 
historical, and thematic units. 

 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE OVERVIEW- Subject to Change 

 
WEEK PERIODS OF ART REQUIRED STOKSTAD READING 

1 Approaches to Viewing Art Starter Kit: xxvi-xxxi 

Introduction:  xxxii-xlvii 

2 Prehistoric Art 

Paleolithic 

Neolithic 

Prehistoric Art in Europe:  1-23 

3 Ancient Near Eastern Art 

Sumerian 

Assyrian 

Persian 

Art of the Ancient Near East:  24-47 

4 Egyptian Art 

Old Kingdom 

Middle Kingdom 

New Kingdom 

Art of Ancient Egypt:  48-81 

5 S./SE. Asia Before 1200 Art of S./SE. Asia Before 1200:  310-341 

 

5-6 China/Korea Before 1279 Chinese and Korean Art Before 1279: 342-371 

 

6 Japanese Art Before 1392 Japanese Art Before 1392:  372-394 

 

7 North and South America Before 1300 Art of the Americas Before 1300:  394-419 

 

7 Ancient Africa 

 

Art of Ancient Africa:  420-439 

8 Aegean Art 

Cycladic 

Minoan 

Mycenaean 

Aegean Art:  82-105 

9 Greek Art Art of Ancient Greece:  106-167 



Geometric Style 

Orientalizing Style 

Archaic Style 

Classical Style 

Hellenistic Style 

10-11 Etruscan Art 

Roman Republic and Imperial Art 

Etruscan and Roman Art:  168-232 

12 Jewish, Early Christian, and Byzantine  Jewish, Early Christian, and Byzantine Art:  232-281 

 

13 Islamic Art  Islamic Art:  282-309 

 

14 Early Medieval Art 

Carolingian 

Ottonian 

Early Medieval Art of Europe:  440-471 

15 Romanesque Art Romanesque Art:  472-511 

 

16-17 Gothic Art  

Late Gothic/Graphic Arts 

Gothic Art of the 12th-13th Centuries:  512-551 

14th Century Art in Europe:  552-583 

18-19 Early Renaissance 15th Century Art in Northern Europe and the Iberian Peninsula:  

584-618 

Renaissance Art in 15th Century Italy:  619-657 

20-21 High Renaissance 16th Century Art in Italy:  658-705 

16th Century Art in Northern Europe and the Iberian Peninsula:  

706-741 

22  Baroque Baroque Art:  742-807 

 

23-24 Rococo and 18th Century Art 18th Century Art in Europe and the Americas:  940-983 

 

25-26 19th Century Movements 19th Centure Art in Europe and the U.S.:  984-1063 

 

27 S./SE. Asia After 1200 S./SE. Asia After 1200:  808-829 

 

27-28 China/Korea After 1279 Chinese and Korean Art After 1279:  830-849 

 

28 Japan After 1392 Japanese Art After 1392:  850-871 

 

29 North and South America After 1300 Art of the Americas After 1300:  872-895 

  

30 Pacific Cultures 

Modern Africa 

Art of Pacific Cultures:  896-915 

Art of Africa in the Modern Era:  916-939 

31-32 Modern Art 

 

Modern Art in Europe and the Amercias, 1900-1945:  1064-1123 

33-34 International and Conceptual Art The International Scene Since 1945:  1124-1191 

 

35-End Review/Seminars in Art History Culminating Project 

 

EVALUATION 
INSTRUCTIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Thematic Guides 
Each thematic unit will have a comprehensive guide that accompanies the texts being referenced.  Guides will 
include:  vocabulary terms, historical information, and a cultural overview of the region and/or era being discussed.   

o Notes:  Students are required to take notes to supplement thematic guides.   

 
Required Readings 
Assigned reading will accompany each unit of study.  While the majority of required readings will come from A 
History of Art and Art History, additional reading excerpts will be assigned throughout the course in order to 
develop and enhance an understanding of a culture and/or era. 

 
Film Excerpts 
Film Excerpts will be provided periodically in class to reinforce, or expand upon, the course content being studied.  
Notes from film excerpts will be collected. 



Companion Assignments 
Students are required to supplement each chapter’s reading by reviewing the accompanying Stokstad Online 
Activities that include: 

Image and Term 
Flashcards 
 

Art History Parallels 
 

Take home Study Assessments will be given at the start of the week to accompany the content covered in class.  
Study Assessments will be collected on Unit Test days at the end of the unit of study.  Results of each Study 
Assessment are to be kept in the Art History binder for future reference. 

 
Written Assignments 
Throughout the course, students will be required to complete written comparisons and analysis that correlated with 
information presented in class.  Assignments may be based upon: 

o Museum Visits 
o Vicinity Explorations 
o Class Information 

  
Anchor Assessments, Unit Tests, Quizzes, and Exams 
Tests and Exams will follow the Art History AP format which includes Multiple Choice and Short and Long Essays 
(Free Response).  Tests will be given after Thematic Units studied. Anchor Assessments and Exams will be 
comprehensive and take place quarterly.  Quizzes will be used periodically to cover vocabulary retention. 

 

P.A.C.E. 
Keeping P.A.C.E:  Each week students will receive a 10 point grade based on Participation, Attitude,  
Cooperation, and Effort.  This grade will reward students for their personal responsibility and help to keep them 
focused and on track.  The weekly PACE grade will be negatively affected by forgetting materials, repeated requests 
to leave the room, not using class time wisely, etc. 
 

Class Binders 
Keeping a binder is required for this class.  All handouts, notes, and written assignments should be kept in order in 
your binder.  All material you receive in the class will be needed for your assessments.  Binders will be collected and 
graded quarterly. 

 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
GRADING 
All work is due on the assigned due date.  All due dates are posted in the classroom and in progress book.  If work 
is turned in late, below is a chart detailing the work’s maximum possible points/percentage earned for the 
assignment. 

1 day late = 95% of the possible points  
2 days late = 85% of the possible points  
3 days late = 75% of the possible points  
4 days late = 65% of the possible points  
5 days or more late = 55% of the possible points 

 
With the exception of Independent Art Assessments, averaged Grades will be based on the following scale: 

A   (89.5-100+) Outstanding progress and excellent achievement 
B   (79.5-89.4)  Above average progress and achievement 
C   (69.5-79.4)  Average progress and achievement 
D   (59.5-69.4) Below average progress and achievement 
F   (00.0-59.4) Little or no progress and achievement 

 
All writings will be scored in accordance with the AP scoring guidelines. 
 



BLACKBOARD 
Students will be required to access Blackboard on a daily basis.  Links to class resources such as notes, image 
presentations, and supplemental information can be accessed from Blackboard.  Additionally, minor assessments 
such as quizzes and comparative writing assignments will be posted, and submitted, via Blackboard. 
 
ON-LINE GRADEBOOK 
It is the responsibility of the parent and student to check student progress online through Progress Book; here you 
will find due dates, project descriptions and criteria, as well as point values.  Assignments are weighted differently, 
so be sure to notice the point values when reading the summary of your grades.  Due dates and posting dates may 
vary depending on time needed for evaluating and grading. 
 
ABSENCES 
It is your responsibility to see me if you are absent from class, as soon as you return, for any handouts, missing 
assignments, or presentations.  I am available before school (7:30) and after school (until 3:30). 
 
TARDY/LATE ARRIVAL 
When you enter the classroom at any time and for any reason after work has begun, please enter quietly and follow 
the same procedures for entering the classroom.  Students are allowed one tardy for the quarter.  Every tardy 
following will result in an automatic detention.  If three detentions accrue, you will be sent to the principal’s office 
for further disciplinary action. 
 


